State of the Argument.

admitting them to be true. " Though our not know-
ing on whom, or by whom, or before whom, the mira-
cles recorded by the Fathers of the second and third
centuries were wrought," says Douglas, " should be
allowed not to destroy their credit (though this is a
concession which very few will make . . . ), yet the
facts 'appealed to are of so ambiguous a kind, that,
granting they did happen, it will remain to be decided,
by a consideration of the circumstances attending the
performance of them, whether there was any miracle
in the case or no." y Certainly it is a rule of philoso-
phy to refer effects, If possible, to known causes, rather
than to imagine a cause for the occasion; and, on the
other hand, to be suspicious of alleged facts for which
no cause can be assigned, or which are unaccountable,
If, then, there is nothing in the Church more than in
any other society of men, it is natural to attribute
the miracles alleged to have been wrought in it to
natural causes, where that is possible, and to disparage
the evidence where it is not so. But if the Church .be
possessed of supernatural powers, it is not unnatural
to refer to these the facts reported, and to feel' the
same disposition to heighten their marvellousness as
otherwise is felt to explain it away. Thus our view of
the evidence will practically be decided by our views
of theology. There are two providential systems in
operation among us, the visible and the invisible, in-
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